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Technical Items
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• For those dialing in: Phones are automatically muted

• Submit questions using the chat window at any time during the 
webinar

• Problems:
• Call Readytalk’s help line: (800) 843-9166
• Ask for help using the chat feature

• Download the slides at: www.shadac.org/2019DataReleaseWebinar
• Webinar recording will be posted on SHADAC’s website
• E-mail notice will be sent to participants



Presenters
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CPS and ACS
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Current Population Survey (CPS)
• 2018 estimates released September 10, 2019

American Community Survey (ACS)
• 2018 estimates released September 10 and 26, 2019, and 

October 17, 2019



Design Differences
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CPS ACS

Method Survey of civilian non-
institutionalized population

Survey of U.S. population
(including group quarters)

Annual housing 
units
interviewed

About 60,000 About 2.15 million

Geography Nation, states Nation, states, sub-state

Mode Phone and in-person Mail, phone, in-person, 
and internet

Uninsurance:
Measure

Uninsured all year
Point-in-time (beginning in 
2013)

Point-in-time

Uninsurance:
Years available

1987 to 2018
February - April 2018 2008 to 2018



Guidance on When to Use Each Source
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CPS ACS

Trends


1987 to 2012
2013 to 2017
2017 forward


2008 forward

State estimates  

Sub-state 
estimates N/A


1-yr for pop > 65,000
5-yr for all geographic areas 
including:     
All counties
Zip-code tabulation areas

Small sub-
populations N/A 



CPS and ACS estimates
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Health Insurance Coverage
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• Estimates come from two surveys: the Current Population Survey 
(CPS ASEC) and the American Community Survey (ACS)

• CPS ASEC estimates reflect updated processing system



Updated CPS ASEC Processing System

9

• Universe no longer includes infants born after the calendar-year 
reference period

• More detail on types of plans (e.g., marketplace, including subsidy 
status)

• Uses subannual information to improve edits and consistency 

• New imputation process that groups people into health insurance 
units (HIUs) and imputes health insurance for the entire HIU 

• Changes the categorization of TRICARE from public coverage to 
private coverage
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• The percentage of people without 
health insurance coverage for the 
entire calendar year was 8.5 percent, 
or 27.5 million people.

• Between 2017 and 2018, the 
uninsured rate increased 0.5 
percentage points, and the 
number of uninsured increased by 1.9 
million people.

Highlights
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Percentage of People by Type of Health 
Insurance Coverage: 2018
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*Includes CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs), as well as care 
provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs and the military.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2019 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.
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Percentage of People by Type of Health 
Insurance Coverage: 2018
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Percentage of People by Type of Health 
Insurance Coverage: 2018
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Percentage of People by Type of Health 
Insurance Coverage: 2018
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Changes in the rate of health insurance 
coverage reflect:
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• Economic trends

• Demographic shifts

• Policy changes, such as the Affordable Care Act (ACA)

*Includes CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs), as well as care 
provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs and the military.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2019 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.



Change in Percentage of People by Type of 
Health Insurance Coverage: 2017 to 2018
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Uninsured

With health insurance

Any private plan
Employment-based

Direct-purchase

Any public plan

Medicare

Medicaid

VA and CHAMPVA1

TRICARE

No statistical change between years.
Z Represents or rounds to 0

*Denotes a statistically significant change between 2017 and 2018 at the 90 percent confidence level. 
1Includes CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs), as well as care 
provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs and the military.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2018 Annual Social and Economic Supplement Bridge File and 
2019 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.



American Community Survey: 2008-2018
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2018 Annual Social and Economic Supplement Bridge 
File and 2019 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.

Percentage of People Uninsured by Age: 
2017 and 2018
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*Denotes a statistically significant change between 2017 and 2018 at the 90 percent confidence level. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2018 Annual Social and Economic Supplement Bridge File 
and 2019 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.

Percentage of Children Under the Age of 19 
Without Health Insurance Coverage by 
Selected Characteristics: 2017 to 2018
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America Counts Story: Children’s Coverage
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America Counts Story: Children’s Coverage



Subannual Health Insurance Coverage: 2018
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4.8

5.8

8.8

Part-year coverageFull-year coverage

Any private plan

Any health plan

Any public plan

Percent of population as of March 2019.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2019 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.

Medicaid



: A state with a circle around its abbreviation expanded Medicaid eligibility on or before January 1, 2018.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2018 American Community Survey, 1-Year Estimates

Uninsured Rate by State: 2018
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: A state with a circle around its abbreviation expanded Medicaid eligibility on or before January 1, 2018.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 and 2018 American Community Survey, 1-Year Estimates

After the release of the 2017 data products, the Census Bureau identified issues with data collection in Delaware. As a result, 
comparisons between 2017 and 2018 for Delaware are not made in this map. For more information, see 
www.census.gov/programs-survey/acs/technical-documentation/errata/120.html

Change in Uninsured Rate by State:
2017 to 2018
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http://www.census.gov/programs-survey/acs/technical-documentation/errata/120.html


Summary
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• The percentage of people without health insurance coverage for 
the entire calendar year was 8.5 percent, or 27.5 million people.

• Between 2017 and 2018, the uninsured rate increased 0.5 
percentage points, and the number of uninsured increased by 1.9 
million people.

• The uninsured rate decreased in 3 states and increased in 8 states 
between 2017 and 2018.



www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-267.html

For more information:
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http://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-267.html


2018 1-Year ACS Release
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1 For information on the types of data products available, see the ACS Data Tables and Tools. This year, ACS data products will be released 
on the Census Bureau’s new data dissemination platform at data.census.gov. American FactFinder will not host any of the 2018 ACS data 
releases.  Geographic Comparison Tables and Ranking Tables will not be supported on data.census.gov for the 2018 ACS release, and the 
Census Bureau is in the process of determining whether the new platform will support these types of tables in the future.

2 The lowest level of geography refers to the Census geographic hierarchy. For more information on census geography, see the Geography 
Program Glossary.

3 Media embargos will be available 48 hours before the public releases of the ACS 1-year estimates in September and the ACS 5-year 
estimates in December. To learn more about the embargos and what will be new with upcoming releases, tune into the pre-release webinars. 
Please check the ACS Events page for updates.



ACS Brief
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Updated CPS ASEC Processing System
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• Universe no longer includes infants born after the calendar-year 
reference period

• More detail on types of plans (e.g., marketplace, incl. subsidy 
status)

• Uses subannual information to improve edits and consistency 

• New imputation process that groups people into health insurance 
units (HIUs) and imputes health insurance for the entire HIU 

• Changes the categorization of TRICARE from public coverage to 
private coverage



Improvements to the CPS ASEC

30

• Two-Stage Process:
• Redesign of questionnaire (released in 2014; starting with 2014 CPS 

ASEC)
• To ensure timely release, missing and incomplete data were handled through 

the traditional processing system 

• Redesign of processing procedure (released in 2019; starting with 2017 
CPS ASEC Research File)



Redesign of Processing System 
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Legacy System Updated System
• Instrument output mapped into old 

variables – loss of information about 
types of coverage

• Instrument output used with full 
detail on types of plans that did not 
previously exist, including those 
purchased through a marketplace 
(healthcare.gov)

• No information about subannual
coverage

• Uses subannual information to 
improve edits and consistency 
between types of coverage held 
concurrently

• Missing data was imputed for each 
individual one type at a time, 
leading to potential over-estimates 
of multiple coverage

• New imputation process groups 
people into health insurance units 
and fills missing data based on the 
characteristics of that unit



Redesign of Processing System (Continued…)
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Legacy System Updated System
• Contains calendar-year coverage 

information for all persons
• Excludes calendar-year coverage 

information for infants born after the
calendar year ended

• Measures any military coverage as 
public insurance

• Contains three measures of military 
coverage (TRICARE, VA,
CHAMPVA) and defines TRICARE 
as private insurance and VA and 
CHAMPVA as public insurance



Changes to (Un)insured Rate
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Changes to Most Coverage Types
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Time Series
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Explanations for Differences
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• Many factors contribute to these changes.  Two of the largest are:

• Improvements to the imputation procedure (particularly for households 
in which no one reports health insurance coverage)

• Refinements to how we construct estimates of annual coverage (i.e. by 
building up from the monthly level)



Definitions of Private and Public Coverage
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• Differ across files because new processing system allows 
TRICARE to be disentangled from other types of military coverage
• With the legacy processing system:

• Private: employer-sponsored, direct-purchase
• Public: Medicare, Medicaid, military (incl. TRICARE, VA, CHAMPVA)

• With the updated processing system:
• Private: employer-sponsored, direct-purchase, TRICARE
• Public: Medicare, Medicaid, military (incl. VA, CHAMPVA)



New Health Insurance Measures
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• Marketplace coverage
• Whether direct-purchase coverage was obtained through the 

marketplace
• If so, whether the premium was subsidized

• Subannual coverage

• Military coverage
• Separate TRICARE from other types of military coverage

• Type of coverage at the time of interview



Key Takeaways
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• Differences in the interpretation of some variables
• Especially definition of private and public coverage

• New information is available on health insurance subannual 
estimates and marketplace coverage

• Estimates of percent insured are higher when using updated 
processing system

• Estimates of multiple coverage are lower when using updated 
processing system



Data Files 
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Year Legacy Processing System Updated Processing System

2016 2017 CPS ASEC 2017 CPS ASEC Research File

2017 2018 CPS ASEC 2018 CPS ASEC Bridge File

2018* 2019 CPS ASEC
* For calendar year 2018 moving forward, the updated processing system will be used for processing production files.



No statistical change between years.

*Denotes a statistically significant change between 2018 and 2019 at the 90 percent confidence level. 
1Includes CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs), as well as care provided by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and the military.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2018 Annual Social and Economic Supplement Bridge File and 2019 Annual Social 
and Economic Supplement.

Current Coverage: February-April 2019

41

Z Represents or rounds to 0



Z Represents or rounds to 0
No statistical change between years

Current Coverage: 
February-April 2018 & February April 2019
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.

*Denotes a statistically significant change between 2018 and 2019 at the 90 percent confidence level. 
1Includes CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs), as well as care provided by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and the military.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2018 Annual Social and Economic Supplement Bridge File and 2019 Annual Social 
and Economic Supplement.



Current Coverage, Calendar-Year 
Coverage: Two Measures, Two Concepts

Percent of population as of March of calendar year.
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2017 Annual Social and Economic Supplement Research File, 
2018 Annual Social and Economic Supplement Bridge File, and 2019 Annual Social and Economic Supplement. 43



Accessing Estimates
Health Insurance website

Tables on data.census.gov

Microdata
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Accessing Estimates
Health Insurance website

Tables on data.census.gov

Microdata
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Accessing Estimates: Health Insurance 
Website

• CPS detailed tables

• ACS detailed and historical tables

• Maps, interactive graphics, and more

• Publications and working papers

46



Accessing Estimates: Additional Tables
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Health insurance website: detailed CPS tables 



Accessing Estimates: Additional Tables
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• Three new tables:
• H01: Health Insurance Coverage Status and Type of Coverage by 

Selected Characteristics: 2018
• H02: Health Insurance Current Coverage Status and Type of Coverage 

by Selected Characteristics: 2019
• H03: Subannual Estimates of Coverage by Selected Characteristics: 

2018

• All tables show coverage by selected social, demographic, and 
economic characteristics

Health insurance website: detailed CPS tables 



Accessing Estimates: Additional Tables

49

Health insurance website: detailed and historical ACS tables 



Accessing Estimates: Interactive Graphics
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Accessing Estimates: Interactive Graphics
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Accessing Estimates
Health Insurance website

Tables on data.census.gov

Microdata
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Accessing Estimates: data.census.gov
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ACS Data in data.census.gov
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Data Product 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Detailed Tables ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Subject Tables ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Supplemental Tables – – – – ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Selected Population Profiles ✓ ✓

Data Profiles ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Comparison Profiles ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Selected Population Tables (5-Year) – – – – – –

American Indian Alaska Native Tables (5-Year) – – – – – –

✓:  Available now

Blank cell:  Coming soon 



Timeline
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Summer 2019 Fall 2019 Spring 2020

First data releases exclusively on 
new platform (Nonemployer, 

Public Sector)

End of new data releases on 
American FactFinder (June)

Major data releases:
• 2018 ACS 1-Year (Sept)
• 2017 Economic Census (Sept)
• 2018 ACS 5-Year (Dec)

After data is migrated to 
data.census.gov, American 

FactFinder is to be shut down.



Highlights from latest data.census.gov release
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Search experience
• Featured statistics on select topics
• Curated tables for relevancy

Faceted filters
• Quicker scrolling experience

Geography filters in advanced 
search

• Dual paths to select geography
• Summary Level Codes
• Step by step experience

• Search by filter panel
• Geographic component toggle
• Incompatible geographic levels 

grayed out

Tables
• Download link on table results page
• Download multiple tables at one time
• Margins of error (MOE) displayed by 

default
• View more data and labels
• Links to FTP site added

Mapping
• Defaults to geography level selected
• Pseudo geographies
• Download the table from the map 

view

Improvements to econ tables/searches:
• Product and service codes
• View large econ tables



NEW Data Gem: 
How to Navigate data.census.gov

www.census.gov/data/academy/data-gems/2019/navigate-
data-census-gov.html

Data.census.gov Webinars, Tutorials, and 
Feedback
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For info on data.census.gov:
https://census.gov/data/what-is-data-
census-gov.html

Census Academy:
https://census.gov/data/academy/webinars/
upcoming.html

• Webinars: Recorded and upcoming 
webinars on data.census.gov
census.gov/data/academy/webinars/201
9/new-updates-data-census-site.html

• Data Gems: A series of short “How-To” 
videos census.gov/data/academy/data-
gems.html

Feedback: Email comments to 
cedsci.feedback@census.gov

http://www.census.gov/data/academy/data-gems/2019/navigate-data-census-gov.html
https://census.gov/data/academy/webinars/upcoming.html
https://census.gov/data/academy/webinars/upcoming.html
https://census.gov/data/academy/data-gems.html
mailto:cedsci.feedback@census.gov


2018 1-Year ACS Release
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1 For information on the types of data products available, see the ACS Data Tables and Tools. This year, ACS data products will be released 
on the Census Bureau’s new data dissemination platform at data.census.gov. American FactFinder will not host any of the 2018 ACS data 
releases.  Geographic Comparison Tables and Ranking Tables will not be supported on data.census.gov for the 2018 ACS release, and the 
Census Bureau is in the process of determining whether the new platform will support these types of tables in the future.

2 The lowest level of geography refers to the Census geographic hierarchy. For more information on census geography, see the Geography 
Program Glossary.

3 Media embargos will be available 48 hours before the public releases of the ACS 1-year estimates in September and the ACS 5-year 
estimates in December. To learn more about the embargos and what will be new with upcoming releases, tune into the pre-release webinars. 
Please check the ACS Events page for updates.



Accessing Estimates
Health Insurance website

Tables on data.census.gov

Microdata
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CPS ASEC Public-Use Data
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Public-use CPS ASEC available online (released 9/10/19)
• https://thedataweb.rm.census.gov/ftp/cps_ftp.html?#cpsmarch
• Public-use dictionary also posted
• Available in ASCII, SAS, and CSV formats

• ESI Offer/Takeup, Current Coverage, and Supplemental Poverty 
variables are now on the main file

https://thedataweb.rm.census.gov/ftp/cps_ftp.html?#cpsmarch


ACS Public-Use Data Release
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• Public-use Microdata Sample (PUMS) available November 14
• 1% public use microdata sample (1% of population)
• The smallest identifiable geographic unit is the Public Use Microdata 

Area (PUMA) containing at least 100,000 persons
• PUMAs are generally groups of counties or parts of counties, but there are 

exceptions
• PUMAs do not cross state boundaries



Upcoming ACS Data Releases: 5-Year
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SHADAC Resources
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ACCESS State-level estimates related to 
the Culture of Health and heath care

DOWNLOAD customized reports and 
select data as an excel file

GENERATE detailed graphics, trend 
lines, maps, bar charts, and data tables.

SUBSCRIBE to SHADAC’s e-newsletter 
to stay updated on the latest resources

FOLLOW us on Twitter @shadac

Visit StateHealthCompare.SHADAC.org



SHADAC’s State Health Compare

65

• 45+ State-level measures of:
• Health Insurance Coverage
• Cost of Care
• Health Behaviors
• Outcomes
• Access to Care
• Utilization of Care
• Quality of Care
• Public Health
• Social and Economic Factors



16 Data Sources, including:
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• American Community Survey (ACS)

• Current Population Survey (CPS)

• CDC WONDER Database

• U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency's Automated Reports 
and Consolidated Ordering System (ARCOS)

• Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS)

• National Health Interview Survey (NHIS)

• Other sources



SHADAC’s State Health Compare
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Access Policy-relevant breakdowns 
available for most measures 

Generate tables, maps, bar charts, 
trends, and state rankings

Margins of error in addition to point 
estimates allows for significance testing

Data can be downloaded in 
spreadsheet format

Hest, Robert. “Significance Testing Using State Health Compare.” May 2017. SHADAC. 
Available at: www.shadac.org/publications/significance-testing-using-state-health-compare

http://www.shadac.org/publications/significance-testing-using-state-health-compare
http://www.shadac.org/publications/significance-testing-using-state-health-compare


Virtual Tour
statehealthcompare.shadac.org/  
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http://statehealthcompare.shadac.org/


Changes in Uninsurance
from 2017 to 2018 blogs,
Infographic and Maps
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• National Uninsurance Increased alongside Eight 
States; Three States Saw Decreases (Infographic)

• Understanding the New CPS Processing System and 
New 2018 Health Insurance Coverage Estimates

• Public Coverage Changes Split Evenly Among States, 
Private Coverage Changes Experience Greater 
Variability than in 2017

https://www.shadac.org/news/2018-acs-national-uninsurance-increased-alongside-eight-states-three-states-saw-decreases
https://www.shadac.org/news/2018-acs-national-uninsurance-increased-alongside-eight-states-three-states-saw-decreases
https://www.shadac.org/news/understanding-new-cps-processing-system-and-new-2018-health-insurance-coverage-estimates
https://www.shadac.org/news/understanding-new-cps-processing-system-and-new-2018-health-insurance-coverage-estimates
https://www.shadac.org/news/2018-acs-public-coverage-changes-split-evenly-among-states-private-coverage-changes-experience
https://www.shadac.org/news/2018-acs-public-coverage-changes-split-evenly-among-states-private-coverage-changes-experience


Comparing Federal Government Surveys
Forthcoming
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2018 ACS Tables: State & County Estimates
Forthcoming
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MN Population Center Releases (IPUMS)
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• Micro-data is currently available through 2017

• 2018 CPS and ACS data will be available 
about 2 weeks after the public use files are 
released from the Census Bureau

• SHADAC Health Insurance Unit (HIU) and 
Federal Poverty Guidelines (FPG) variables 
for CPS and ACS will be available through 
IPUMS soon

http://www.ipums.org

http://www.ipums.org/


Question & Answer
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Kathleen Call
SHADAC 

Laryssa Mykyta
U.S. Census Bureau

Edward Berchick
U.S. Census Bureau

Robert Hest
SHADAC 

Please submit question using the chat box 
or Tweet questions to @SHADAC.



Contact Information

Please email shadac@umn.edu
with any follow-up questions.

Visit our website at
www.shadac.org

And follow us on twitter @SHADAC

74

mailto:shadac@umn.edu
http://www.shadac.org/
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