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Brief history
Motivation for 2018 project: 

• Increase in uninsurance rate in Minnesota 
• From 4.3% in 2015 to 6.3% in 2017

• Averages mask large variation in rates
• County rates vary from 3.5% to 15%
• ZIP Code Tabulation Area (ZCTA) rates vary from 1.5% to 33%

• Many uninsured are potentially eligible
• Based on income, over 50% look to be eligible for public programs

• Decline in federal sources of navigator funding
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Sources: 2015, 2017 Minnesota Health Access Survey; 2012-2016 American Community Survey



Project overview
Purpose: Provide a detailed description of the 
geographic location and demographic characteristics of 
the uninsured in Minnesota and the communities in 
which they live
Goals: 
• Support targeted outreach and enrollment activities of 

health insurance navigators and 
• Provide information about the uninsured to Minnesota 

policymakers as they develop strategies to reach the 
remaining uninsured in Minnesota
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Advisory committee
Composition: 
(1) Leaders from 25 navigator organizations funded my 

MNsure
(2) Members of the health policy community

Mission: Guide Profile design, presentation of data, 
interpretation, and creation of dissemination products

Three Meetings: August 2018, October 2018, March 
2019. Connections with Navigators maintained to inform 
new product design
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Our initial approach
Data Source: American Community Survey (ACS) 5-year file 
2012-2016 

Geography:  “Hotspots” defined as statewide communities with 
highest number or rate of uninsured (top ZCTAs and Counties)

Profiles: Characteristics of the uninsured and general population 
for each hotspot community compared to statewide estimates
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Four Lessons
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Lesson 1: Provide what end users want 
and need
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Lesson 2: Focus resources on making 
products understandable
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Lesson 3: Benefit from specialized 
knowledge of the committee
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Lesson 4: Check whether data are 
being used
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Profile’s evolution
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Release 
year

Data Products

2018 ACS 5-year file (2012-
2016)

Landing page
MN Uninsured Profile: State, EDR, county, zip 
code

2019 ACS 5-year file (2013-
2017)

Upgrade: Added MNsure rating area filter; 
interactive map

2020 ACS 5-year file (2014-
2018)

Upgrade: Added legislative district filter

2021 ACS 5-year file (2015-
2019)

Upgrade: Added video tutorial; legislative 
district infographics. Last year with interactive 
map

2022 ACS 5-year file (2016-
2020)

Rebranding: MN Community & Uninsured 
Profile

2023 ACS 5-year file (2017-
2021)

Maintenance
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Source: 2015-2019 ACS 5-year file



Video Tutorial
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Questions?
Contact Information

Kathleen Thiede Call
callx001@umn.edu

Check out our website at www.shadac.org and 
follow us on twitter: @shadac !
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