
Health Insurance Coverage Estimates 
from the 2021 American Community 

Survey and Current Population Survey

An Annual Conversation with the U.S. Census Bureau

Thursday, September 29, 2022 | 1:00 PM Central Time

Kathleen Call – State Health Access Data Assistance Center
Katherine Keisler-Starkey – United States Census Bureau

Laryssa Mykyta – United States Census Bureau
Robert Hest – State Health Access Data Assistance Center



Technical Items
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• Participant audio is automatically muted and video has been turned off
• Submit questions using the Q&A feature at any time during the webinar
• Problems:

• Ask for help using the chat feature
• Send a support request to Zoom at: 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/requests/new
• Slides can be downloaded at: 

https://www.shadac.org/publications/2022-Census-Bureau-Webinar
• Webinar recording will be posted on SHADAC’s website

• Email notice will be sent to participants 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/requests/new
https://www.shadac.org/publications/2022-Census-Bureau-Webinar
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Releases for the CPS and ACS
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Current Population Survey (CPS) Release
• 2021 estimates released September 13, 2022
• “How Has the Pandemic Continued to Affect Survey Response? Using 

Administrative Data to Evaluate Nonresponse in the 2022 Current 
Population Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplement” released 
September 13, 2022

American Community Survey (ACS) Release
• 2021 1-Year data products released September 15, 2022
• “Decline in Share of People Without Health Insurance Driven by 

Increase in Public Coverage in 36 States” released September 15, 2022
• 2021 1-Year Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) File and 

supplemental materials to be released October 20, 2022
• 2021 5-Year data products to be released December 8, 2022



Design Differences
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CPS ACS

Data Collection Period February through April of survey 
year

January through December of 
survey year

Method Survey of civilian non-
institutionalized U.S. population

Survey of U.S. population
(including group quarters)

Annual housing units
interviewed About 60,000 About 2.15 million

Geography Nation, states Nation, states, sub-state

Mode Phone and in-person* Mail, in-person, and internet*

Uninsurance:
Measure

Uninsured: All year, 
Part of year (since 2018),
Point-in-time (since 2014)

Point-in-time

Uninsurance:
Years available 1987 to 2022 2008 to 2021^

* In-person (ACS & CPS) and mailing activities (ACS) were halted in March 2020. Both resumed in limited 
capacity in July 2020, and in-person activities resumed fully in September 2020 while mailing activities resumed 
fully in April 2021.
^ 2020 data are experimental release only



Guidance on When to Use Each Source
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CPS ACS

Trends


1987 to 2012
2013 to 2017
2017 forward


2008 forward*

State estimates  

Sub-state estimates N/A


1-yr for pop > 65,000

5-yr for all geographic areas 
including all counties & ZIP code 

tabulation areas (ZCTA)

Small subpopulations N/A 

* Excepting 2020 data, which were “experimental” and should not be compared to any other year



2021 Health Insurance Coverage Estimates on 
SHADAC’s State Health Compare
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• In absence of 2020 ACS data, SHADAC produced our 2020 state-
level health insurance coverage estimates for State Health Compare 
using the CPS (statehealthcompare.shadac.org)

• Estimates are available for all states by total and for most states by 
subpopulation breakdown

• State-level subpopulation breakdowns are available by age, poverty 
level, and health status

• As 2021 data were able to be released as usual, SHADAC will 
return to using the ACS to produce state-level estimates of coverage

• The 2020-only health insurance coverage measure will remain on 
State Health Compare for reference for the time being

http://statehealthcompare.shadac.org/


CPS and ACS estimates
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• Estimates come from the 
Current Population Survey 
(CPS ASEC)

• This year, the report only 
contains national estimates 
from the CPS.  We released 
an ACS brief with sub-national 
estimates.

• CPS ASEC estimates for 2020 
and 2021 reflect updated 
2020 Census-based 
population controls

Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2021

The U.S. Census Bureau reviewed this data product for unauthorized disclosure of confidential information and approved the disclosure 
avoidance practices applied to this release. CBDRB-FY22POP001-0126. CBDRB-FY22-355. CBDRB-FY22-370. 
Note: Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at 
<www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar22.pdf>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2022 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC).



Updated 2020 Census-Based population 
controls in the CPS ASEC
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• Survey weights now reflect updated population information 
from the decennial census

• 2020 estimates in this year’s reports may not match 2020 
estimates in last year’s report

• Replicate weight files for 2010 Census-based weights and 
2020-Census based weights are both available

• Working paper SEHSD-WP2022-14: Effects of 2020 Census-
Based Population Controls on 2020 Income, Poverty, 
Supplemental Poverty, and Health Insurance in the United 
States Estimates

https://www.census.gov/data/datasets/time-series/demo/cps/cps-asec.2021.html
https://www.census.gov/library/working-papers/2022/demo/SEHSD-wp2022-14.html


11

• The percentage of people without 
health insurance coverage for the 
entire calendar year was 
8.3 percent, or 27.2 million people.

• Between 2020 and 2021, the 
uninsured rate decreased by 0.4 
percentage points, and the 
number of uninsured decreased by
about 1.1 million people.

Highlights

Note: Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at 
<www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar22.pdf>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2022 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC).
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Percentage of People by Type of Health 
Insurance Coverage: 2021

8.3

91.7

66.0

54.3

10.2

3.5

2.5

35.7

18.4

18.9

1.0

1 Includes CHAMPVA (Civilian Health Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs), as well as care provided by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs and the military.
Note: The estimates by type of coverage are not mutually exclusive; people can be covered by more than one type of health insurance during the year. 
Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at <www2.census.gov/programs-
surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar22.pdf>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2022 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC).
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Percentage of People by Type of Health 
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Changes in the rate of health insurance 
coverage reflect:
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• Economic trends

• Demographic shifts

• Policy changes, such as the Affordable Care Act (ACA)

*Includes CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs), as well as care provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs and the military.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2019 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement.



Change in Percentage of People by Type of 
Health Insurance Coverage: 2020 to 2021
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*Denotes a statistically significant change between 2020 and 2021 at the 90 percent confidence level.
1 Includes CHAMPVA (Civilian Health Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs), as well as care provided by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs and the military.
Note: The estimates by type of coverage are not mutually exclusive; people can be covered by more than one type of health insurance 
during the year. Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at 
<www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar22.pdf>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2021 and 2022 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).



Percentage of Children Under the Age of 19 With 
Private and Public Coverage by IPR: 2020 to 2021
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93.3

54.9

16.3

93.2

53.4

15.5

400%+ of
poverty

100-399% of
poverty*

<100% of
poverty

Private Coverage

5.9

42.3

77.4

7.2

44.2

79.7

400%+ of
poverty*

100-399% of
poverty*

<100% of
poverty

Public Coverage

1 Implementation of 2020 Census-based population controls.
*Denotes a statistically significant difference at the 90 percent confidence level between 2020 and 2021.
Note: The estimates by type of coverage are not mutually exclusive; people can be covered by more than one type of health insurance. 
Population as of March of the following year. Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is 
available at <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar22.pdf>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2021 and 2022 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

2020
2021

2020
2021

1 1



America Counts Story: Children’s Coverage
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America Counts Story: Children’s Coverage



Percentage of Adults Aged 19 to 64 by Work 
Experience: 2020 to 2021
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110.5100.1

40.651.9

43.743.7

20212020

Full-time, 
year-round*

Less than full-
time, year-round*

Did not work

Number of adults 
19 to 64 by work experience

(in millions)

1 Implementation of 2020 Census-based population controls.
*Denotes a statistically significant difference at the 90 percent confidence level between 2020 and 2021.
Notes: Details may not sum to totals because of rounding. Number of adults rounded to nearest million. Population as of March of the following year. 
Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at <www2.census.gov/programs-
surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar22.pdf>.  
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2021 and 2022 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

1



Percentage of Adults Aged 19 to 64 by Work 
Experience: 2020 to 2021
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1 Implementation of 2020 Census-based population controls.
*Denotes a statistically significant difference at the 90 percent confidence level between 2020 and 2021.
Notes: Details may not sum to totals because of rounding. Number of adults rounded to nearest million. Population as of March of the following year. 
Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at <www2.census.gov/programs-
surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar22.pdf>.  
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2021 and 2022 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

1



America Counts Story: Worker’s Coverage
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America Counts Story: Worker’s Coverage
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CPS ASEC Summary
• The percentage of people without health insurance coverage for 

the entire calendar year was 8.3 percent, or 27.2 million people.

• Between 2020 and 2021, the uninsured rate decreased 0.4 
percentage points, and the number of uninsured decreased by 
about 1.1 million people.

• Rates of private coverage decreased between 2020 and 2021, 
while rates of public coverage increased

• The uninsured rate for children decreased by 0.6 percentage 
points to 5.0 percent

• Between 2020 and 2021, the uninsured rate for full-time, year-
round workers increased, likely due to a change in the 
composition of the workforce

24



2021 1-Year ACS Release
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1 For information on the types of data products available, see the ACS Data Tables and Tools. This year, ACS data products will be released on the Census Bureau’s new data dissemination 
platform at data.census.gov. American FactFinder will not host any of the 2018 ACS data releases.  Geographic Comparison Tables and Ranking Tables will not be supported on 
data.census.gov for the 2018 ACS release, and the Census Bureau is in the process of determining whether the new platform will support these types of tables in the future.

2 The lowest level of geography refers to the Census geographic hierarchy. For more information on census geography, see the Geography Program Glossary.

3 Media embargos will be available 48 hours before the public releases of the ACS 1-year estimates in September and the ACS 5-year estimates in December. To learn more about the 
embargos and what will be new with upcoming releases, tune into the pre-release webinars. Please check the ACS Events page for updates.



ACS Brief: By Geography
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<https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2022/acs/acsbr-013.html>



ACS Brief: By Geography
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ACS Brief: Uninsured Rate Expansion States
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• The average uninsured rate for 
expansion states was 6.6 
percent.

• Massachusetts had the lowest 
uninsured rate of all expansion 
states with 2.5 percent 
uninsured.

• Nevada had the highest 
uninsured rate of all expansion 
states with 11.6 percent 
uninsured.



ACS Brief: Uninsured Rate Non-Expansion States
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• The average uninsured rate for nonexpansion states was 12.7 
percent.

• Wisconsin had the lowest uninsured rate of all nonexpansion states 
with 5.4 percent uninsured.

• Texas had the highest uninsured rate of all nonexpansion states 
with 18.0 percent uninsured.



America Counts Story: Coverage by State
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Summary of Findings and More
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• In the CPS ASEC, rates of private coverage 
decreased between 2020 and 2021, while 
rates of public coverage increased.

• In the ACS, the uninsured rate ranged from 2.5 
percent in Massachusetts to 18.0 percent in 
Texas.

• Between 2019 and 2021, states with the 
largest drops in uninsured rate: Idaho (2.0 
percentage points), and Maine (2.3 
percentage points). 

• In the CPS ASEC the uninsured rate 
for all of 2021 was 8.3 percent.

• In the ACS the annual average of the 
uninsured rate at the time of 
interview was 8.6 percent.



<www.census.gov/library/publications/2022/demo/p60-278.html>

For more information:
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<https://www.census.gov/library/stories.html>

<https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2022/acs/acsbr-013.html>



• Supplemental release materials

• Tables on data.census.gov

• Microdata
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Accessing Estimates



• Supplemental release materials

• Tables on data.census.gov

• Microdata

34

Accessing Estimates



Accessing Estimates: Supplemental Release 
Materials on the Updated census.gov Website

• CPS detailed and historical tables

• ACS detailed and historical tables

• Interactive data visualizations

• Publications and working papers
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Health Insurance Library: <https://www.census.gov/topics/health/health-insurance/library.html>



Accessing Estimates: Additional Tables
Health insurance website: detailed and historical CPS tables 

36

Detail: <www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/cps-hi/hi.html>

Historical: <www.census.gov/library/publications/2022/demo/p60-278.html>



Accessing Estimates: Additional Tables
Health insurance website: detailed and historical ACS tables 
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Detail: <www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/health-insurance/acs-hi.html>

Historical: <www.census.gov/library/publications/2022/demo/p60-278.html>



Accessing Estimates: Interactive Graphics
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Interactive graphics: <https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive.html>



• Supplemental release materials

• Tables on data.census.gov

• Microdata

39

Accessing Estimates
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Accessing Estimates: data.census.gov
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ACS data on data.census.gov
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ACS data on data.census.gov
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ACS data on data.census.gov
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ACS data on data.census.gov
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ACS data on data.census.gov
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ACS data on data.census.gov



ACS Data in data.census.gov
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Data Product 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Detailed Tables ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ – ✓

Subject Tables ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ – ✓

ACS Supplemental 
Estimates

– – – – ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ –

Selected Population 
Profiles

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ – ✓

Data Profiles ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ – ✓

Comparison 
Profiles

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ – ✓

Detailed Tables, 
ACS 5-Year

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓:  Available now

Blank cell:  Coming soon 



Data.census.gov Webinars, Tutorials, and 
Feedback

48

Go here for info on data.census.gov:
https://census.gov/data/what-is-data-

census-gov.html

Census Academy:
https://census.gov/data/academy/webina

rs/upcoming.html

• Webinars: Exploring Census Data 
Webinar Series
https://www.census.gov/data/academ
y/webinars/series/exploring-census-
data.html

• Data Gems: A series of short “How-
To” videos 
census.gov/data/academy/data-
gems.html

Feedback: Email comments to 
cedsci.feedback@census.gov

https://census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html
https://census.gov/data/academy/webinars/upcoming.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/series/exploring-census-data.html
https://census.gov/data/academy/data-gems.html
mailto:cedsci.feedback@census.gov


• Supplemental release materials

• Tables on data.census.gov

• Microdata
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Accessing Estimates



CPS ASEC Public-Use Data
Public-use CPS ASEC available online (released 9/13/22)

• https://www.census.gov/data/datasets/time-series/demo/cps/cps-
asec.html

• Public-use dictionary also posted
• Available in ASCII, SAS, and CSV formats
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https://www.census.gov/data/datasets/time-series/demo/cps/cps-asec.html


ACS Public-Use Data Release
Public-use Microdata Sample (PUMS) available October 20th

• 1% public use microdata sample (1% of population)
• The smallest identifiable geographic unit is the Public Use Microdata 

Area (PUMA) containing at least 100,000 persons
• PUMAs are generally groups of counties or parts of counties, but there are 

exceptions
• PUMAs do not cross state boundaries
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2021 5-Year ACS Release
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1 For information on the types of data products available, see the ACS Data Tables and Tools. This year, ACS data products will be released on the Census Bureau’s new data dissemination 
platform at data.census.gov. American FactFinder will not host any of the 2018 ACS data releases.  Geographic Comparison Tables and Ranking Tables will not be supported on 
data.census.gov for the 2018 ACS release, and the Census Bureau is in the process of determining whether the new platform will support these types of tables in the future.

2 The lowest level of geography refers to the Census geographic hierarchy. For more information on census geography, see the Geography Program Glossary.

3 Media embargos will be available 48 hours before the public releases of the ACS 1-year estimates in September and the ACS 5-year estimates in December. To learn more about the 
embargos and what will be new with upcoming releases, tune into the pre-release webinars. Please check the ACS Events page for updates.



SHADAC Resources
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ACCESS state-level estimates related to the 
Culture of Health and heath care

DOWNLOAD customized reports and select 
data as an Excel file

GENERATE detailed graphics, trend lines, 
maps, bar charts, and data tables

SUBSCRIBE to SHADAC’s newsletter for 
updates on new resources and data releases

FOLLOW us on Twitter @SHADAC or on 
LinkedIn

Visit StateHealthCompare.SHADAC.org



SHADAC’s State Health Compare
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46 state-level measures of:
• Health Insurance Coverage
• Cost of Care
• Health Behaviors
• Outcomes
• Access to Care
• Utilization of Care
• Quality of Care
• Public Health
• Social and Economic Factors



SHADAC’s State Health Compare
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16 data sources including:
• American Community Survey (ACS)
• Current Population Survey (CPS)
• Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS)
• National Health Interview Survey (NHIS)
• National Survey for Children’s Health (NSCH)
• Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP)
• National Electronic Health Records Survey (NEHRS)



SHADAC’s State Health Compare
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Hest, Robert. (June 2021). Significance Testing Using State Health Compare. SHADAC. 
Available at: www.shadac.org/publications/significance-testing-using-state-health-compare

Access policy-relevant breakdowns 
available for most measures 

Generate tables, maps, bar charts, 
trends, and state rankings

Margins of error in addition to point 
estimates allows for significance testing

Data can be downloaded in 
spreadsheet format

http://www.shadac.org/publications/significance-testing-using-state-health-compare
https://www.shadac.org/publications/significance-testing-using-state-health-compare


Virtual Tour
statehealthcompare.shadac.org/  
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http://statehealthcompare.shadac.org/


Forthcoming Updates to Briefs

59

Comparing Federal Government 
Surveys 2022 (2021 data)

Changes to Federal Surveys Due 
to and During COVID-19 (2021)



Changes in Coverage
in 2021
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• CPS ASEC: 2021 National Health Insurance 
Coverage Estimates Show Falling Uninsured and 
Private Coverage Rates Across Population 
Demographics (Blog and Infographic)

• 2021 ACS: Estimates Show Declining 
Uninsurance Rates Across 28 States, Driven by 
Rise in Public Coverage and Fall in Private 
Coverage (Blog)

New SHADAC Blogs and Infographic

https://www.shadac.org/news/cps-2021-coverage-estimates
https://www.shadac.org/news/2021-acs-data-release


MN Population Center Releases (IPUMS)
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• ACS microdata is currently available through 2020; CPS ASEC microdata 
available through 2021

• 2021 1-Year ACS microdata will be available in the coming months

• SHADAC Health Insurance Unit (HIU) and Federal Poverty Guidelines 
(FPG) variables for CPS and ACS are available through IPUMS

• http://www.ipums.org

http://www.ipums.org/


Question & Answer
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Robert Hest

Kathleen Call

Please submit question using the Q&A feature
or Tweet questions to @SHADAC

Katherine Keisler Starkey

Laryssa Mykyta

Sharon Stern

Adriana Hernandez-Viver



Thank you!

Please email shadac@umn.edu
with any follow-up questions.

Visit our website at
www.shadac.org

And follow us on Twitter @SHADAC

mailto:shadac@umn.edu
http://www.shadac.org/
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